
CITY OF SNOHOMISH 
Founded 1859, Incorporated 1890 

 
116 UNION AVENUE  SNOHOMISH, WASHINGTON  98290   TEL (360) 568-3115  FAX (360) 568-1375 

 
NOTICE OF REGULAR MEETING 

 
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 

 
The Carnegie Building 

105 Cedar Avenue 
 

WEDNESDAY 
March 23, 2016 

7:00 p.m. 
 

7:00 1. CALL TO ORDER – Roll Call  

 

 2. APPROVE the minutes of the February 24, 2016 meeting (P. 1) 

 

7:05 3. CITIZEN COMMENTS on items not on the agenda  

 

7:45 4. DISCUSSION ITEMS  

 

  a. 20 Acre Park Meeting (P. 5) 

  b. Hal Moe Pool Planning Progress 

  c. Parking Fees at Boat Launch (P. 7) 

  d. Fisher Park (P. 19) 

 

8:30 5. OTHER BUSINESS/INFORMATION ITEMS  

 

  a. Spring Clean-up 

  b. Volunteer Projects 

  c. Wildlife Refuge 

  d. WWTP Dike Maintenance 

  e. Tree Removals  

 

8:45 6. ADJOURN  
 
 
 
 
 
NEXT MEETING:  The next regular meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, April 27, 2016 at 7 
p.m. in the Snohomish City Hall Conference Room, 116 Union Avenue. 
 
 
 

 

NOTE LOCATION 



Meeting Guidelines 
The Snohomish Parks Board always welcomes the professional and respectful comments from members of the community. 

 Meetings end at 9:00 p.m. unless a majority moves to continue. 

 Citizen comments are limited to three minutes. 

 Each Agenda will have time allocations for each item. 

 Agenda items will be discussed in the following format: Staff Presentations, Citizen Comments, Board deliberation, and action. 

 All Agendas will include the annual Calendar. 

 Agendas will be emailed to Boardmembers. 
 

Parks and Recreation Board Meeting Calendar – 2016 
 

Month    Agenda Topics 

January 

a. Focus Review of Pilchuck Park – Long Term Park Planning Needs 

b.  NRPA Membership and Logo 

c.  Parks Website 

d.  2016 Meeting Calendar 

 

February 

a.  NRPA Membership and Logo 

b.  Parks Website 

c.  Ferguson Park 

d.  Union Avenue Street Tree/Streetscape 

March 

a.  20 Acre Park – Open House Forum Discussion 

b.  Fisher Park 

c.  Volunteer Updates 

April 
a.  Ludwig Property Master Planning 

b.  Cady Park 

May 
a.  Off Leash Dog Parks (Frisbee Golf) 

b.  Kla Ha Ya 

June 
a.  Morgantown 

b.  Maple Avenue 

July/August a.  Walking Tours – Interurban Trail and Centennial Trail 

September a.  Averill Field 

October a.  Hill Park 

Nov/Dec 
a. Wildlife Refuge 

b.  2015 Year in Review 
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CITY OF SNOHOMISH 
Founded 1859, Incorporated 1890 

 
-3115  FAX (360) 568-1375 

 

Parks and Recreation Board 

Meeting Summary 

February 24, 2016 

City Hall Postmaster Conference Room 

116 Union Avenue 

 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER:  Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Roll Call: 
 

Present: 

 

Park Board: Staff: Citizens/Others: 

Lya Badgley, Chair Denise Johns Derrick Burke, Council  

John First Mike Johnson  

Chris Harper Angela Evans Parks Foundation: 

  Ed Poquette 
   

Absent: Noah Pylvainen, Lea Anne Burke 

 

2. APPROVE MEETING SUMMARY: The January 27, 2016 summary was approved. 

 

3. CITIZEN COMMENTS  - None 

 

4. DISCUSSION ITEM: NRPA Membership Logo 

 

Ms. Johns explained the City would like to join National Recreation Parks Association (NRPA). 

The City is a member of the Washington Parks and Recreation Association (WPRA),  which is 

affiliated with NRPA. Staff is interested in using the NRPA’s logos on some City parks 

documents, exhibits and signage and would like to learn the Boards opinion. After the MPD’s 

lack of support, the community would likely benefit from learning about the potential benefits 

parks can provide.  NRPA goals health and wellness, conservation, and social equity, very 

closely match  the City’s goals. Using the NRPA’s logos helps explain city park goals and 

benefits through graphics and  indicates the City of Snohomish is part of a larger effort 

promoting  parks as means to health, wellness, conservation, and social equity.  Ms. Johns stated 

the NRPA is an excellent resource to the City now, offering the most current info and trends.   

 

Mr. Harper asked what the cost is to the City. Ms. Johns stated that besides the $300-$400 

joining fee, there is no cost to the City to use the logo.  
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Mr. Harper asked staff if being affiliated with the NRPA requires the City to abide by a set of 

rules or standards. Ms. Johns confirmed  NRPA is not a policing agency, but they do encourage 

their goals of health and wellness, conservation and equity to be upheld. Simply put, NRPA is 

the largest parks and recreation advocacy group in the United States  providing the most 

comprehensive research about the value of parks  

 

Mr. First asked if the NRPA does lobbying for Parks? Ms. Johns believes that they do. Mr. First 

asked if there was any downside to the use of the logo. Ms. Johns felt that the only downside was 

the cost of joining, but it was worth it for the abundance of information and research made 

available to the City. The association also offers webinars, classes and certifications. Whether or 

not the City uses the NRPA logo, the City will take advantage of the vast resources made 

available by the Association.  

 

Chair Badgley expressed apprehension about the use of the logo. She felt there is already so 

much information out there and this logo will just be another layer, making it too busy. It is her 

preference  the City not use the logo at this time, but perhaps in the future.  

 

Although Mr. First agrees with the value of joining the Association, he feels the logo is sensory 

overload and agrees the City should not use it. In turn, he would prefer that the City create its 

own parks logo. 

 

Mr. Harper felt  the City does not need this logo, because it does not represent Snohomish, and 

the people in this community are not concerned with the City being affiliated with a larger 

organization. He agreed with the Association being a valuable resource to the City, however.  

 

5. OTHER BUSINESS/INFORMATION ITEMS: 

 

 a. Parks Website, Park Reservations and User Fee Changes 

 

Mr. Johnson updated the Board on recent, council approved, changes to the fee structure. 

Because  many park fees were not used, staff and Council felt it best to streamline and simplify 

fees. As a result, 40-50 separate fees has been consolidated into 10 fees. For example, one major 

change: charging $8 per hour instead of $20 for a 3-hour rental period. Most renters were not 

using the fields for 3 hours.  

 

Mr. Johnson advised the Board  reservations are almost double what they were in the past two 

years. Field reservations/availability will be posted on the website. At this time, park/facility 

reservation payments still need to be made by check or cash, but the City is working towards 

online credit card payments.  

 

Also, Mr. Johnson also informed the Board the City may be posting parks master planning 

documents online.  
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b. Ferguson Park (discussed after item c) 

 

After discussion with the City’s maintenance crew, Ms. Johns learned of some possible concerns 

with this park. The grass is being driven on, they think, to avoid driving on damaged asphalt, 

leaving the grass area with ruts/divots and causing even more drainage issues.  Denise said 

asphalt and drainage need remedial repairs. Ms. Johns recommending the installation of a simple 

water system to assist with maintenance and plant establishment. 

 

Because this park used to be a RV/campground, there are very large parking stalls. Staff would 

like to see the parking area revised into a functional parking lot with added landscape and 

erosion control.  

 

Staff also suggested a sign for the disc golf area and a rain garden for drainage. 

  

Chair Badgley felt as it exists now it is a wonderful park. It has a dense canopy which offers a lot 

of shade in warm weather. As far as function goes, she does not feel major changes are needed.  

Except for discussions regarding a possible dog park,  Ms. Badgley did not see the need for any 

master planning.  

 

Mr. Harper felt the driveway  is currently being used as an entrance and exit and that needs to be 

changed. He would also like to see a connection between the upper and lower parts of the park.  

 

Chair Badgley agreed  the lower part of the park needs improvement. It would make a marvelous 

birding area, perhaps with some boardwalks.  

 

Staff and Board agreed that creating organized parking, improving drainage, completing asphalt 

repair and improved two-way traffic are the main concerns with this particular City park. 

 

The Board and staff continued discussion regarding the possibility of a small off-leash dog park 

at Ferguson Park, as well as other possible locations throughout the City.  

 

c. Union Avenue (discussed before item b) 

 

Ms. Johns updated the Board on the Union Avenue street tree/streetscape, which will be referred 

to as the complete street project. The City wants to create an interesting, livable, walkable 

community while incorporating stormwater management.  

 

Mr. First asked if the City hopes to do the entire street in a similar way. Ms. Johns stated that it 

has been discussed and it would be great, and will be looking into it for the future. Funding for 

this small project is from stormwater and transportation dollars. The EPA and DOT are trying to 

get people out of their cars and feel that improved streetscapes actually encourage people to get 

out and walk instead of drive.  

 

Concerns were expressed about people driving over the sidewalk and into the streetscape. Staff 

stated that there will be a bumper in place to help prevent this.  
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The Board is pleased with this project. 

 

Member Updates: 

 

Mr. First recently walked the 20-acre property. He saw a lot of landscape plants which were 

washed out and he also saw a seal.  

 

Councilmember Burke updated the Board on the fireworks issue coming in front of Council and 

he encouraged members of the Parks Board to attend the upcoming Hal Moe Pool advisory 

meeting as it should be a good one. He asked that Board members contact him with concerns 

regarding the Hal Moe Pool.  

 

Ms. Johns clarified that the Hal Moe Pool meeting is tomorrow night and the 20-acre property 

meeting is on March 10
th

.  

 

 

6: ADJOURN: Meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 

 

 Approved this ______ day of ________________, 2016 

 

 ________________________________________, Chair 

 Lya Badgley 
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Date: March 23, 2016 

To: Parks and Recreation Board 

From: Denise Johns 

Subject: 20 Acre Property Community Forum held March 10, 2016 

 

The purpose of this item is to summarize what staff learned from the 20-acre property master 

planning meeting held on March 10, 2016.  

 

Background 

Approximately 30 people attended the community forum held at the Aquatic Center on March 

10
th

.  The public was invited via local newspaper, social media, direct mail, email, signage, and 

City newsletter. The purpose of the meeting was for staff to provide background information 

about the site’s regulatory setting and to learn from the public their preferences for use. 

 

During the public comment portion of the meeting, staff heard the following: 

 A current develops during flooding as a result of the new boat launch which causes more 

debris deposition and more material near residences bordering the property. 

 There is a concern about trespassers, vagrants or homeless living near residences. 

 Any construction will need to withstand flooding and require little to no maintenance. 

 The site should remain natural. 

 A community garden or off-leash area are not needed in this area. 

 Temporary recreation, music, art, or other cultural events might be considered. 

 Ability to access the river was favored. 

 Replanting with native plants which do not block the view was favored. 

 

Staff advised attendees the City would reconvene the next planning meeting in late spring 2016.  

At this time, staff will provide a schematic of alternative use(s).   

 

RECOMMENDATION:  That the Parks and Recreation Board DISCUSS the 20 acre park 

meeting and provide staff additional comments. 
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CITY OF SNOHOMISH 

Snohomish, Washington 

 

ORDINANCE 2302 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SNOHOMISH, WASHINGTON  

AMENDING SMC 13.04.030 and SMC 13.04.175 RELATING TO  

PARKING PROVISIONS AT PARK FACILITIES AND CHAPTER 13.04 

ENTITLED “PARK CODE,”  AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY TO 

CHARGE A FEE FOR PARKING AT PARK FACILITIES. 

 

  

WHEREAS, the City has adopted Park Code regulations which are set forth in Chapter 

13.04 of Snohomish Municipal Code (SMC); and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council deems it necessary to protect the public health and safety 

and promote the general welfare of the community; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City finds it necessary and appropriate to update and establish 

regulations for parking at park facilities;  

 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SNOHOMISH, 

WASHINGTON, DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

 

Section 1. SMC section 13.04.030 entitled “Definitions” is hereby amended to add a new 

definition  entitled “Fee for Parking”  which shall read as follows: 

 

“Fee for Parking” means an amount of money which must be paid for temporarily leaving 

or parking a vehicle and/or boat trailer at a parking space. 

 

Section 2.  SMC section 13.04.175 entitled “Parking” is amended to add a new subsection 

13.04.175(C) which shall read as follows: 

 

13.04.175(C) The City may charge a fee for parking at specified park facilities. Said fee amount 

and the locations where such fee applies shall be set by Resolution of the City 

Council.;  
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ADOPTED by the City Council and APPROVED by the Mayor this xxth day of Month, 

2016. 

        

CITY OF SNOHOMISH 

 

 

       By____________________________ 

          KAREN GUZAK, MAYOR 

 

ATTEST:      APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

      

 

 

By____________________________  By __________________________ 

PAT ADAMS, CITY CLERK    GRANT K. WEED, CITY ATTORNEY 

  

    

 

 

 

 

 

Date of Publication:_________________ 

 

Effective Date (5 days after publication): _______________ 
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CITY OF SNOHOMISH 

Snohomish, Washington 

 

ORDINANCE 2303 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SNOHOMISH, WASHINGTON 

AMENDING     SMC 11.08.020 ENTITLED “DEFINITIONS,” AND  SMC 

11.080.210 ENTITLED “PENALTIES;” AND PROVIDING THE CITY 

AUTHORITY TO ENFORCE PARKING FEES. 

 

 WHEREAS, the City Council deems it necessary to protect the public health and safety 

and promote the general welfare of the community; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City finds it necessary and appropriate to update and establish 

regulations for parking;  

 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SNOHOMISH, 

WASHINGTON, DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

 

Section 1. SMC 11.08.020 entitled “Definitions” subsection (B) is hereby amended to add a new 

definition No. 25 entitled “Boat Launch Parking.”  SMC 11.08.020 (B) (25) shall read as follows 

and all other provisions of SMC 11.08.020 shall remain unchanged: 

 

25.  “Boat Launch Parking” means a designated area which has restrictions on the 

time, days, and hours for parking vehicles and/or trailers at the City’s Lincoln Avenue 

boat launch.  (Ord. 2303) 

 

 

Section 2.  SMC  11.08.210 (A)(6) and (7) and (B)(6) and (7) entitled “Penalties” is  hereby 

amended to  read as follows and all other provisions of SMC 11.08.210 shall 

remain unchanged:  

 

11.08.210  Penalties. 

A. Unless specifically set forth elsewhere in this chapter, the penalties for each parking 

violation of the provisions of this chapter shall be: 

 

6. Parking at the Lincoln Avenue boat launch in paved spaces designated for vehicles 

with trailer without requisite permit:  $ _______dollars_.  

67.  All other violations:  $______dollars .(Ord. 2225, 2011) 

 

B. If no response or payment is made within ten calendar days of the date of issuance of 

the notice of parking violation, the penalty for each violation shall be: 

 

6.   Unauthorized parking at boat launch: $ _____dollars  

67. All other violations: $ ___ dollars.  (Ord. 2225, 2011) 
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ADOPTED by the City Council and APPROVED by the Mayor this xxth day of Month, 

2016. 

       CITY OF SNOHOMISH 

 

 

       By____________________________ 

          KAREN GUZAK, MAYOR 

 

ATTEST:       

 

 

By____________________________   

PAT ADAMS, CITY CLERK    

 

 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

 

By __________________________ 

GRANT K. WEED, CITY ATTORNEY 

 

 

Date of Publication:_________________ 

 

Effective Date (5 days after publication): _______________ 
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Date: March 23, 2016 

 

To: Parks and Recreation Board 

 

From: Denise Johns 

 

Subject: Fischer Pocket Park  

 

 

The purpose of this item is to review existing conditions of Fischer Pocket Park, identify any 

issues and establish action items. 

 

Background 

In prior years, the Parks Board and staff typically visit and assess one park each year.  This year, 

staff has requested one park per Board meeting be reviewed.  The purpose of the review is to 

pool information about existing conditions such as play equipment and amenities condition, park 

use and any emerging trends or unmet needs requested by the community.   

 

Purpose 

The review and assessment of park needs is a tool staff requires to request funding. A summary 

of any planning, repairs or replacement needs identified through this process competes with other 

budgetary items. Staff summary is used to participate in the budgeting process as a Capital 

Improvement Project, informal project, or maintenance; or it is used to apply for and obtain 

grants.  

 

Pocket Park Definition 

The City’s Park Recreation and Open Space defines Pocket parks as: typically small areas (less 

than two acres) used to provide specific recreation opportunities (e.g., a playground, benches, 

etc.) for a local population which may have limited or no convenient pedestrian access to larger 

parks (neighborhood, community, etc.). Pocket parks are usually accessed by foot or other non-

motorized method of travel and do not have designated parking. Generally, these parks provide a 

limited number of recreation facilities. The City of Snohomish currently operates eight pocket 

parks throughout the City. Many of these pocket parks are very small and were established as 

opportunities arose over time and have not been strategically located.  

 

Fischer Pocket Park is approximately .18 acre and includes children's play structure and swings, 

picnic tables, benches, and open grass area.  No restrooms.  

 

RECOMMENDATION:  That the Parks and Recreation Board DISCUSS Fischer Pocket 

Park and DIRECT staff regarding next steps. 

 

 

 


